Chapter VI
WAR OFFICE AND ALDERSHOT
IN die spring of 1908,1 went to the War Office as an attached
officer and, in 1909, became a G,S.O,3 in the Staff Duties
Branch and was employed in dealing with Promotion Exam-
inations. In those days we lived at Eastcote, near Pinner, and
I used to go up by train daily. My particular work was to
get suitable examiners, and to check and work out their
questions before they were set to the candidates. Although,
quite naturally, when in that branch one could not be an
examiner, yet in later years they were very kind to me, and
up to the start of the Great War I really lived by examination
work. Actually, during the Retreat from Mons, I received a
cheque for having set and corrected a Strategy Paper for the
Staff College just before the war. I used to set papers for
Sandhurst and Woolwich, Promotion, Staff College, etc*,
but the best and most profitable used to be the 1st Class
Certificate Examination for N.CXXs in Map Reading. The
answers were all shown on a map. With a correct map before
one it was easy to see at a glance how a candidate had fared,
and as one threw down each map on the floor it meant a
shilling. The first time I took on that examination there
were 1,087 candidates!
Whilst I was at the War Office, King Edward VII died,
and I was appointed a Marshalling Officer at his funeral. I
had to marshal his late Household. I shall never forget it
As soon as ever I got four of them into position in a section
of fours, one would spot an old friend miles away and rush
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